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Examiner 
Alan A. Mathews 



Art Unit 
2851 



Applicant(s): Nongjian Tao et al. 



Invention: 



SURFACE PLASMON RESONANCE DETECTION 

WITH HIGH ANGULAR RESOLUTION AND FAST RESPONSE TIME 



TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 
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TAO et al. 

Serial No.: 10/031,659 

Filed: November 13, 2001 

Title: SURFACE PLASMON 
RESONANCE DETECTION WITH 
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FAST RESPONSE TIME 

Group Art Unit: 2851 

Examiner: Alan A. Mathews 



I hereby certify that this paper is being 
deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
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prepaid, addressed to the Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22313-1450 on this date: 
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Registration No. 26,487 
Attorney for Applicants 



INTERVIEW SUMMARY RECORD 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

On March 31, 2004, having ascertained that Examiner David Esplin was no longer 
with the U.S.P.T.O., Applicants' attorney, Carl E. Moore, Jr., conducted a telephonic 
interview with Examiner Alan A. Mathews. Newly proposed claims 40 and 41 were faxed to 
the Examiner and discussed. Proposed claim 40 combined the subject matter in original 
claims 1 and 4. Proposed claim 41 combined the subject matter in original claims 18 and 22. 
Applicants asserted that neither the prior art of Naya (U.S. Patent No. 5,875,032) nor Hoppe 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,570,657) discloses positioning a photo-detector such that its 
differential signal is near zero and then detecting changes in the intensity distribution 
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corresponding to plasmon resonance angular shift. Applicants further asserted that neither 



Naya nor Hoppe discloses amplifying the differential signal, as recited by the proposed 



claims 40 and 41. 



Examiner Mathews neither agreed nor disagreed with the proposed claims. 



It was agreed that Applicants would set forth the arguments that were discussed with 



the proposed amendments in their written response to the Final Office Action of January 28, 



2004. 
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Carl E. Moore, Jr. 
Registration No.: 26,487 
Attorney for Applicants 



